3 | AN : 
PISTLE, OR APOLOGT 


OF 4 TRVE, AND CHARITABLE 
brother of the Reformed Church in fauoure of 
Proteſt antes 5 Papiſtes, & thoſe of the Refor- 
io for & more moderat courſe of proceeding 
w marters of Religion by ſearchinge the 
prunes, & examining theie Spirits for the 
ſenſe , 4nd true meannge of them by a peace= 
ble conference, & ſuch eaſy meanes 4s Treare 
prattiſed in the Apoſtolicall, and Primitine 
Church for plantinge the faith, and rooting 
out of erroxr, tending to vnilie of Religion, 
ie to the kings Maieſtie , increaſe of 
pure to bim & his poſteritie , & good of 
Commonealih, - 


| V Orshipfall and my Iouing 
| brother in the lord, I haue 
ined your louing aduertiſements by 
tinge, and I honoure youthe more 
ell for that I ſee theareby your 
teare affe tion continued towards me, 
allo for your ſingular zeale ever to 
neaine the goſpel. In which reſpets 
ike in good parte your ſeuere repre 
fon and diſtaſt of the aduiſe I lately: 
e for a milder courſe in matters of 
J A Religion, 
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in this Realme folowed \. ' W hearey 
you proceſt to remaine ſtill my frend 


(notwithſtanding our difference in opi- 
nion touching this pointe) therein ap. 
bags your well grounded- affeQion & 


oue towards me . and I could wish tha L.7 


all our brethren would keepe the ſame | 


courle of charitie towards all men,hoy- 
ſocuer they differ from vs in ſenſe or opi. 
nion. So should we beare the marke of 
true Religion , and by this badge be 
knowen to be Chriſts diſciples if we 
loue our Enimies. Chriſt comtmaunded 
vs to loue onr neighboure, and declared 
as you knowe that the Samaritan was 
neighboure to the lewe, and thearefore 
not to be excluded from his love, 


howebeirt otherwiſe he could not com « 
municat with him in diuine-affaires. Yout |; 
zeale is commendable in that you ſa F 


with Paule : Vtinam abſcindantur qui wi 
conturbant, for with him you may ſo praf 
thar they which withſtand & hinder the 
courſe of the goſpell weare cutt of anl 


tooted out : Bur in that you wish then |* 
to be cutt of by the ſword: and I ff 
contraryWiſe by the force of gods wort, |; 
in this our opinions are differents | 


Wherefore | , 


40d defence, firſt ro ſer doune plainely 
my opinion, and then to lay open the 
jeaſons that moued me theareto . And ſo 
toccme to the matter. 1 wish with you 
ad pray as Chriſte himſelf did , char all 
'the Kings Maieſtics ſubie&ts may be 


* | ade one in Chriſte, to acknowledge all 


egod, to embrace all one faith, ro liue 


, | der the rules of one lawe , and ſo to 


gre if it may be in will and affeion 
we may be all, Cor vnum, 4nima via, 
Ou bart and one ſoule, and this we both 


me to be belt not only in reguard of, 


ſoules health, and eternal ſaluation, 
but alſo for the civill policie and tem- 
Wool eouernement of his Maieſties 

minions . For whoſoeuer would 


$ or ſeeke,to nourish diviſion in any 


| orte, as he cannot be of god ſo is he not 


tobe accompred a good gonernour, or 
t politician. In our laſt aſſembly at 
don it was our praier, as you may 


Iillremember, that the Kings Maieſtie 


| (Rxalted ro ſo greate a Monarchie and 
Mernment of ſo many kingdomes di- 


TY ſly ſorted, and affefted inreligion) 
'[Wpht have that gracious vertue of the 
*|Umant ſtone to drawe vnto him, and 
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Winne to vnity in faith the people of 
_ diners nations. ſo committed to - his 
charge . For who ct vs al doth not deſire 
from his hart that the Proteſtants, and 
Papiſts of England which are many in 
number, & the Papiſtes of Ireland, where 
there are fewe or none other , and the 
Nobility of Scotland , of the whichno 
ſmall number inclyne that way , would 
come with ys to the pure lighr of the 
goſpell , & toour reformed Churches, 
'You remember the Profcion of faith 
Which to this intent , and purpoſe we 
procured to be ſet foorth in print at his 
Maieſties firſt ingreſle into this Realme, | 
bur it prevailed not, and had it not bene 
che reſpect was borne his Maieſtie , it 
had bene controuled as it was miſliked 
both by the -proteſtant, & papiſt. And 
fince that to further & aduance our cauſe, 
and to proceede inthe ſame purpoſe , we 
haue in peaccable manner donne What it 
ys lieth. Ler vs holde on the ſame 
moderat courſe, and ſtrive to preuaile, 
not by the temporall ſword of his M& 
jeſties power, but endeuqure to ouer- 
come by the eternall ſword of gods holly 
word. Which though it be ſweete , and 
not violent, yet is itatwo edged "yy 
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that cyereth on euery fide and pierceth 
moce "_ to winne the hart of man 
and alter his vnderſtanding for planting 
the goſpell , then any humane force 
whatlocuer. I agree further with you, 
that as it is apointe of good husbandrie 
to weede the Corne-fielde before the 
weedes have ouergrowen the corne , ſo 
likewiſe may his Maieſtie emploie his 
temporal-ſword that no Cockle be ſowen 
or riſe in the field of the lords Church 
mder his proteQtion , and that ſuch as 
begin ro (ſpring yp may be times be cute 
of, In q1atutino interficiebam omnes peccatores 
ime. So did that holly king Dauid, & 
pleaſed pod highly thearewith . Thus 
tiuch your arguments doe proue ſuffi. 
cently, For in this ſenſe the kinge 
deareth the (worde to dettroy all finne, 
& linners in matutino, that is to ſay 
tetitmes while finne & ſinful erroures 
we newly budding , & may be cutt of 
mthout hurte, and damage 50 the ſtate 
the 200d and faithfull. And it is, our 
= be watchfull ro diſcover them 
times, leaſt if we ſleepe too long they 
ing ſoc high , and ſpreade ſo far thar 
ſoeuer shoulde then attempt to pull 
em vp , should deſtroy much corne 
A3 withall, 
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pwithall, & doe more harme then goad. 
This then is the pointe whearein we 
iarre, You thinke it needefy] that the 
k. Maieſtie proceede to authorize, and 
eſtablish our religion by the (worde, to 
repreſse all other (es by ſeueritie of 
lawes , ſuch as weare praGtized in the” 
daicsof the late Queene againſt vs, and 
againſt the Papiſts ; And I contratiwiſe 
am of opinion that ſuch lawes, and 
ſeueritie are in our caſe vnproficoble, 
and will hurt rather then helpe the 
aduancement of our caule; and [I rake 
this my aduiſe to be better grounded 
then yours inthe written worde, to: 
approach neerer to the wiſedome and 
courſe of gods diaine prouidence, to 
be more conformable to Chriſtian 
humanirie, to beſeeme better our prince 
for the aſlurance of his eſtate and the 
aduancement of his noble yſlue, and 
finally 'to agree beſt with true ciuill 
policie for the ſweete peace, reſt, and 
repoſe of this our Republique and 
increaſe thereof, as shall appeare bythe 
experience we haue ſeene with our 
owne eyes & intheſe our daies , as well 
in his Maieſties Dominions, as in 
Nations round about vs. | 
That 
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That we haue ſlepre too long all 
wricers agree, & thatfor many hundred 
yeares: far who of vs doth not ſee that 
theweedes haue ouergrowen the good 
corne, taken ſo deepe roote and {to far 

red , that amoungſt his Maieſties. 
abies There are rwo for one of a 
contrary faith and-oppoſite to ours, and 
that not in ceremonies only (for then 
weneede not ſturre ſo much as we haue 
donne) bur in ſubſtantiall points of 
faith yea as vve eſteeme in damnable 
erroures, Which we haue notified in our 
books as vvell againſt. D, Whicguift 
and other Proteſtants as againſt the 
Papiſts. 

Todeſtroy all theſe that are in faith 
oppolire vnato vs were ouermuch 
crueltie; tocompellthem roan externall 
worship againſt their conſcience were 
n9 les dangerous and damnable for vs 
then for them; ro impouerish them by 
acute lawes were to impouerish our 
ſelues being ſo lincked to them as tmany 
Waies We are , yea it were a greate 
weakening to the whole body of the 
eſtate to the detriment of our ſoueraigne 


; | Prince, & of the Common wealth : for 
the wealth of the ſubieR is the creaſure 
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of the king , & the multitude of 'his 
people is his ſtrenght and glory ; Glory 
Regs multitudo populorum . 

Theſe be the grounds that haue moued 
me to approne and perlyyade a more 
remperat courſe in matters of Religion, 
of vvhich opinion though I baue no 
alwaies bene , & you (as you ſuppoſe) 
note to my shame , yer I holde it not 
ignominius to chainge for the bettet 
Fppon theſe & others ſo graue conſide. 
rations as inthis treatiſe I shal ſert doung 
for your and others ſatisfaRion, 

Saul when he ſtoned Stephan, and the 
other Martyres had zeale but vvithout 
knowledee,ſo had I while I was of your 
opinion & confeſſe with Paul , Sepichas 
vt peruulns my vndiſcreete zeale blinded 
my vaderſtanding, and in my iudgement 
there wanted- ripenes & maturitie, 

As yon doe nowe,ſfo did Ithen ſtorme 
within my ſelf to ſee his Maieſtie ruled 
by the Proteſtants not orlly in thole 
Papiſticall ceremonies of his coronation 
& vnQtion, but alſo in the whole courſe 
and prat1ze of the Communion Booke, 


and adminiſtration of ſacraments; that 


he should leaue the wholle Rate of the 


Church cf England in the ſame _ 
| | e 


doung 
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he found ic, & take ypon him the title 
of ſapremacie in matters of Religion, a 
inte highly blamed in kinge Henry 8. 
Maſter Caluin, (vvho vyithout al con- 
crouerlie vyas one of the chiefetlt inftru- 
ments of che goſpell)& cherefor neuer as 
receiued by any of our reformed 
Churches. Achis Maieſties firſt comming 
tothe Croune vve exſpetted nothinge 
lee then this ſuddaine calme tovyards 
the Papiſtes. They live in peace and pay 
no more the Statute and that by com- 
maundement from the kinge. Some that 
loft theire lands & countrey are novye 
teſtored to both with grace, vvhich made 
mevyonderart the firſt; & inter into due 
e{deration of the fat, when(conferrin 
mith ſome of knovven yviſedome nw. 
tale) I vaderſtoode that the Marques 
Roſne Lord treſurer of Fraunce ſent 
hether as Embaſladonre did amoungſt 
other pointes very mainly perſuade his 
Miieſty nor to force any of his ſubieRs 
nthe buſines of Religion,himſelfe being 
{u you knovye) a very good Chriſtian. 
and farther vnderſtanding hoyy quietly 
our breethren in Fraunce liue rogeither 
with the Papiſts ynder lavves prouided 
for that purpoſe , I finde that this 
AS5 Nobleman 
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Nobleman hath dealc honourably vrith|; 
bis Maieſty, & given the ſame aduiſe by he 
yyhich the K. his Maſter vyonne Fraunc apul. 
& eltablished his Croune in peace, [je ys 
Ler vs then examine vvherher thi] if C 
aduiſe agree With the word,6 may ſtand [you b 
yrith the crue zeale of the goſpell, tinge 
It ſeemeth to me that vvithour al reply |y{e thi 
the caſe is already ouer ruled & reſolued.| ych 
by Chriſts expreſle ſentence . Matth. 12, | The 
| In the parable of the' ſeedeſman vvho [yin 
ſorved good ſecede in his fielde, & none | for y 
but true doArine. but yyhileſt men were | ginio! 
a ſleepe the enemy of cruth came and [lincke; 
ouerſoyyed the Cockle of erroure ; his |illianc 
ſeruants had ſlept ſo long thar the blade [yullin; 
shor vp and ouertopt the vyheate before [combi 
it vyas eſpied : the zealouſe miniſters of [ſloyy: 
the trath avraking,& ſeeing the fieldein'[is M 
this caſe, offered co goe 8 roote out the |riolenc 
tares. Vis imws & coligimus e4, lay they, | 
This is the queſtion betvveene vs. 
Your aunſ{yyeare vvould haue bene to 
thoſe labourers in the lords harueſt,Goe 
pull them vp by the rootes . but the lords 
aunſyyecare vvas far othervriſe; Let them 
alone (ſaith hey & let them grovve to- 
geither vntill the harneſt, Sinite vireg 
meſcere v/4; ad meſſem. Which by his ovvne 
interpretation 
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ith gterpretation 1s the end of the yyorlde. 


& he giueth chis reaſon thereof, Leaſt 
apulling vp che Cockle ye roote vp alfa 
Ie vvheace, 
4 1 [f Chriſte vvill have ir thus vvhy doe 
jou blame my. aduiſe that a Chriſtiag 
tinge should doe the ſame rather then 
[re the (vyord of force & violence vpon 
{uythe like occaſions, | 
The reaſon chat our Sauiour alledgeth 
ginour caſe molt pregnanr & yveighty. 
ſor yvhereas in all his Maieſties Do- 
ninions men of all Religions are ſo 
lacked togeicher vvith vs in blood, 
w/|lliance, frenJ>hip, & othervyviſe thar tn 
jalling vp the one roote the other 
mubined rherevvich muſt neceſſarily 
{folovve or taks ſome harme, in veishing 
bs Maieſtie to take that courſe of 
nolence yve sholde not only vround 
many that ace neere vnto vs , but alſo 
-[preacely preiudiſe our ſelues as hatch 
ppeared by the attem>t to roote out the 
Mites inthe late Queenes daies,vvhen 
mank of our ovvne brethren vyere: 
Vought vv.ich chem to extreame calamity. 
The facher being a Papiſt vvas throvven 
; Jont of his houſe, and ſpoiled of all his 


has tods ; his vvife & children vndonne 66 


preſſed 
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preſſed with miſeric although they weay 
moſt zealous in the lord; and we the 
had matched in theire families were 
theſe meanes defranded of our expeQe( 
ſncceſſion to their goods and livirige, 
When for the ſame cauſe any one of 
calling loſt his life or his goods o& 
otherwiſe vvas but in diſgrace, did 
not all ſuch looſe theire ſupport as yvere 
lincked vnto him or depended vpon 
him for theire ſeruice , and aduancemen 
wvrhereof preate numbers vvere no 
yveedes but very good Corne? 

VVherefore [ cannot like the reuiuing 
of ſuch a courſe againe, ſich as you ſee it 
proceeedeth not from the ſpirit of our 
Saviour but rather from paſſjon, or « 
the leaſt from vndiſcreete zeale. 
| The vveedes I confeſſe doe hinder 
the grovvch of the good corne, and are 
there vvich no leſſe damage, then vvyas 
the fruteles figtree in the viniard of the 
lord. and yet the lord of the viniard va 
eaſily intreatedto deale not by threatningl 
to cutt it doune , but rather to digge 
abour ic and to dung it in hope of fruite 
theareafrer. Lac. 12, 

Haue vve not ſeene many ſuch trees 
chainged vvith time ad patience ? + 
alo 


— 
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zloſſe had it bene then to have curt them 
of in theire vnfruceful ſeaſon F vye 
thould rather in the ſpirit of meekenes 
hartely pray for theire conuerſion and 
intreare delay of theire confuſion vyere 
they as ſinfull as Sodome,that ſo doing 
ye might be knoyven to be the true 
ſeed of faichfull Abrabam, 
| If you ſay the trees in queſtion are 
not only fruitles but hurtfull in the 
riniard and in his Maieſties Dominions 
moſt dangerous; I aunſvveare that all 
yeedes are hurtfull in the corne yet 
not. in all caſes to be rooted out. 
VVere not the Iebuſites hurtfull vyvhen 
they annoyed the people of the lord 
with theire continuall vyarres and ſcan- 
dalous idolatrie* yer for other reſpeRts 
the lord vvoulde haue them remaine in 
the land of promiſe vvith the Ievves. 
fea the Ievves (although they crucified 
the ſonne of God) are ſuffered to liue in 
Chriſtian contreies according to theire 
lrwve. VVe reade that the Samaritans 
were ſo vnkinde to our Saujour , that 
they vrould nether receaue him in theire 
torynes , nor yet giue him bread for his 
money, Whereat lames & Iohn (as they 
thought of a good zeale) could haue 
| found 
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found in theire harts co haue ſeene them 
conſumed yvth fire from heauen: Butths 
lord rebuked them ſaying , Tou know ug ( 
of What manner ſpirit you are, The ſonne| 
men came not to deſtroy mens lines but to ſau 
them. Luc. 9, 

This mecke ſpirit of the lord I yyigh 
vyere follovvedof all in hart,vvorde, & 
deede, and not the ouerthrovve of our 
aduerlaries in faith ſought by the arme of 
flesh, For they being vvich vs al members 
of one body , & ſubieRs to one ſour. 
raigne , vve muſt accompt-:them as bre- 
thren and loue them as our frends, but 
much more becauſe we are all childrenof 
one heauenly father , who' indifferently 
letteth fall vppon vs from day to daythe' 
fruitefull showres of his bleſfing , and 
ſuffereth his ſonne to shine vpon them 
alſo whileſt they liue in this worlde,and 
may by this his fauoure in time be 
wonne , and connerted.. 

God permitteth the Dinell, to dravve 
from thence ſome good, & therein 
Shineth more his wiſedome & goodnes, 


then if he ſuffered no bad at all-in the ] 


worlde. The ſpouſe of god is Lilium mitt 
ſpmas & the lily is moſt grarefall amoung 
the brambles; & who woulde court of the 
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pricking thorne ro deſtroy and looſe the 
ealant and ſweete-ſmelling Roſe? Sith 
then there muſt be hereſies & erroures in 
the vyorlde as Paul forecelleth ys, & that 
God is glorified by dravving much good 
from them for the purifying cf his etect, 
(hough ic vvere to be vvihed thatno 
ecroures Vyere at all) letvs in deſtroying 
tem vſe ſuch ſyveete meanes as ap- 
oach neereſt to his diuine vviſedome 
ad prouidence, 

Faith is the guift of god alone and is 
fot to þe beaten vvith hammers into the 
heador hart of man. It dependeth not of 
man but of the eleQion & free przdeſti- 
nation . None comes to me ( ſayeth 
Chriſte) buc vvhom my father dravveth 
who thearefore never vied violence, bur 
by his yvorde. and meckenes drevve at 
length all the yvorlde to him and his 
kith . Vpon theſe groundes of ſcripture 
and Chriſtes example the firſt and moſt 
larned of our profeſſion haue taught thar 
tone may be compelled tothe faith , and 
therefore haue vvitten bitterly againſt 
thoſe vyho at our firſt appearing ſooughe 
by ſrrorde and fire to roote vs out. And 
an yve for shame put in execution our 
klues vyhat yye condemne in others,'or 

| is 
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is Doftrine to be altered vvith the 
exchainge of our ſtare and condicion! 
yvhac may his Maieſty chinke of vs, if 
novye yve recall that doGtrine vyhichwn 
have heeretofore taught to be wel 
yvarranted by gods vvorde? Chrif 
his vvordes, are infallible , ir is th 
heauenly father alone that can dramy 
foulesro Chriſtianitie,& itis the internd 
enction of his ſpirit thar teacheth jt and 
planteth ic inmans hart. Andthearefon 
m this cafe let vs lay force aſide , &eant 
it to gods goodnes to dravye thok 
vvhom he hath eleteqd, 8 in themeant 
tyme not to repine at the prudence of 
our Prince if he vſe & employ all his ſubs 
jets hovyeſocuer affeQed in Religian 
to the trengthning of his ſtate and be- 
nefict of the common-yvealth. | 

I deny not but that he muſt labourets 
dravve all his ſubie&ts to the truth; but 
vyve differ in the meanes vyhich I houll 
to be gods holly vvorde. {1M 

We have taught to this effe@t that 
every man may reade the ſcriptures and 
ſearch the truth of himſelf az godshall 
inſpire him. and we hoped that by thi 
meanes all might finde the truth and 
come to the ynitic ofthe ſame faith. [+ 
we [ce 
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we ſee it hath not ſucceded ſo wel as we 
exſpefted. & 1 feare the cauſe hath bene 


| for that in times palt che cigourt of Rarute 


lawes hath as it were fettered the goſpel, 
& the booke of Articles ſet doune by a 
fewe heades withour coference with theire 
brethren, hath hindered our Chriſtian 
liberty 1n the interpretation thereof, with 
leſſe showe of truth then did before the 
decrees of Generall Councells, and the 
miforme conſent of auncient fathers. 
Forin vayne doth aman reade & ſearch 
the truth, if he may not as freely 


| interpreate ſcripture as reade it. And 


why should we forbid any to be heard in 
lis interpretation whereas in this tyme 
of ſo many ſes & Religions both within 
theRealme, & abroade we may as Paul 
aith better iudge of the truth when we 
have heard with patience what enery man 
tan ſay & alledge in his cauſe® 

He that commaundeth vs to try and 
examine the ſpirites whether they be of 
todorno, woulde neuer giue aduife to 
extinguish them, or forbid ys roknowe 
them & ypon what ground they relye; 
fomelawes forbidding men to expound 
the word, otherwiſe then it ſeemed good 


v the Church eſtabliched by the late 
B Queene 
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Queene, were once in force , which 
lawes howlocuer they might ſeeme 
tolerable -in reſpect of her, ( whom 
thiApoſtle would not permit to ſpeake 
m the congregation for that she wag a 
woman & not fctto iudge in fuch matters 
if aconference had bene graunted , $he 
being leſſe grounded tm the knowledge 
of Gods lawe then our ſelues)yert nowin 
the raigne ofthis Maicitie who is profound 
inlearning & mature in iudgement) free 
conference may be permitted for the 
libertie of the goſpell, as well in the 
free interpretation as in free reading 
of it , & the contrarie lavyes repealed 
as ouer violent in ſach a cauſe and 
preiudiciall to the bolting out of the 
truth, or at the leaſt {\uſpended vntilia 
tluſtrrial}be made by a learned & amiable 


conference through all the pointes of | 


TT 


our controuerties. 

Fhis weare a ſweete way to come 
tovnity, ariF any force at ail were tobe 
vied in matters of faith, it should be 
rather to compell ſuch as ſeeme to be 
inerrour to be preſent at ſuch conference, 
then. to. force them. withour trial: to 
Shows outwardly. to. be of an other 
profeſfion then in hart they are, _—_ 

owe 
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howe fruteles a thing it is & might be 
preiudiciall co the king & ſtate the wiſe 
Gouernoure Conſtantius father ro our 
Conſtantine the greate may teach vs. 
Who defirous to knowe what forte of 
Chriſtianes he mighrc beſt truſt, ſee- 
forth an edift that whoſoeuer should 
refuſe ro doe ſacrifice'to the. Idolls 
hovld be diſarmed, diſhonered, 
ifplaced , & ſuffer further punishmenr 
the Emperours pleaſure. Whereupon 
ſome of his Chriſtian Capraines and 


| foldiours did ſacrifice to the Idolls: 


others ſtanding conſtant in the faith 
wherein they were baptized woulde 
| neither chaing in hart,nor yet in outward 


' | chowe ſeeme other then true & faith- 


ll Chriſtianes. 

The wiſedome of this Conftantins 
(though then a Pagan) was ſuch as he 
udzged thoſe Chriſtians, that denied 
theire faith by this outwarde aGte of 
Idolatry , moſt vnworthy to ſerue him 
Who of a baſe & ſeruile feare had forſaken 
the god they ſerued: bur cherished and 
bybly honoured the other, as men, that 


| iy theire Religion had learned tobe 


kithfull ro whomſocuer they had giuen 
teire trothe. This pointe of ſodeepe 
| B 2 conſideration 
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conſideration in a Pagan ſeemeth admj. 
rable, as it is exceeding comfortable tg 
vs all to ſee howe the lord hath given 
the like meaſure of vnderitanding to our 
king who amoung many inſtruftion 
-iven the Prince his ſonne, obſerued the 
ſame ground for triall of his ſubieGts, & 
confeiled himſclfrhat he never found any 
more faichfull ro him 1n all his diftreſſes 
then ſuch as had bene faithfull to the 
Queene his mother, who were not all 
(you knowe) of his Religion, 

Howe certaine atriall this 1s to diſcerne 
loyall barts , he will eaſily perceive tha 
looketh into the ſtate of our dayes, 
Wheerein as we lee more ſets and more 
inconſtancie in beliefe then in any other 
age ſince Chriſte, ſo withal we finde leſſ 
fdelicie in frendes, leſle truſt in ſeruants, 
& more diſſembling in all ſtates then 
euer heeretofore was heard or prattized. 
In the later daies ſaith Chriſte many bal 
fall 4 Way from the faith and thinke you 
that in thoſe Jdaics he $shall finde faith 
& fidelitie of one man to an other? In 
the ſame meaſnre that faith is broken 
toward god in heaven, it will breake & 
faile aſſuredly towards man in earth, ln 
matter of faith ſaiech Panl the hart and 
congue 
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congue shoulde agree rogeither : Cords 
ereditur ad iufticiam , ore autem confeſſio fit ad 
im. And hall we aduiſe our Prince 
who hath bene lo vvell broughrvpin the 
ſchoole of gods yvorde , to vie ſuch 
meanes vvith his ſubicQs in matters of 
theire faith as may ſeperate theire 
outward behauioure from theire inward 
conſcience, or teach them to be diſloyall 
tohimlſelf, by forceinge them to be falſe 
to 20d in theire Religions By violence 
of lawes he may make many diſſemble 
theire faith with repining hart & grudge 
of minde to theire allured damnation , 
becauſe therein they finne againſt theire 
owne c6oſciences : yet ſure it is that as no 
man can alter his opinion as he liſt or at 
his pleaſure , ſo force can neuer chainge 
his faich varill his groundes & argumeres 
Shall be by better reaſons conuinced, 
The Princes (ecuririe & greateſt force 
liech in the faichfull hartes of his ſub- 
ietes, & the hart or atfeftion of man is 
never wonne by violence, & if we will 
bring all to the courſe of the Primitive 
Charch, we muſt note thar then no vio- 
lence was vſed to eſtablish the goſpell. 
The ſcriptures vveare ſearched , but the 
interpretations vvere not reſtrained as 
| B 3 you 
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you may ſee. 1. Cor, 14. & shall we nowe 
ſtop mens mouthes and tye them with 
ſtatute lawes to the iudgement of a feawe 
avd make theire opinions as a Popiih 
Decree, & that too, before due examing. 
tion & eriall: \ 

[n the Primitive Chorch theare aroſe 
a controuerſie Whether the lawe of 
Moiſes were ſtill to be obſerued togeither 
wich the lawe of Chriſte , for appeafing 
whereof the lewes tooke one way not 
much valike to yours, the Apoſtles an 
other way ſuch as | nowe perſuade. The 


courle of the Apoſtles was conneneruat | 


Apoſiols & ſeniores : the learned in both 
lawes held acouncell and conference and 
rglolued the queſtion to the contentment 
of all the Chriſtians which were before 
of difterent opinion in the matrer , This 
courſe was then taken, & becauſe Chriſte 
promiſed ro be where Chriſtians in his 
name *hould rhas aſlemble & conferre 
togeither to finJe out the truth ,' the 
Chriſtians from tha: time in like caſe haue 
taken the ſame courſe. 

Paſtors and Bushops of - the whole 
Woride were called rogeither in the firlt 
councell of Nice where that blaſphemous 
Arrius { who denied Chriſte to be god) 
Wali 


_« 
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yFras yet invited tro the triall of his 
doctrine, and vvas heard, vvhat he could 
ſay for defence thereof; & fo from age to 
zze as herehes have riſen inthe Churche 
like courſe of conference hath bene raken 
to confirmethe faithfull & conuerte the 
misbelecuers,cuen vntill theſe late daies 
as appeareth by thoſe conferences vyhich 
haue bene in Germanie notonly amoung 
the Papiſtes, but alſo amoung - the 
follovvers of thoſe notable reformers M. 
Luther & M. Caluin by reaſon of the 
diuerſities of theire opinions in matters 


of faith. The levves thought by vvhippes 


& threatrninges to ſtop the mouths of 
Chriftes diſciples, that they should nor 
perſyvade nor ſpeake in the name of 
leſus:bat the more they vvere forbid the 
more they ſpake as it hath alſo fallen our 
amoung vs of late yeares in England, 
$1ch Conlliturions therefore in my opi- 
nion are not conuenient, & as for my 
ſelfe, as I doe not miſyoubt the truth of 
my beleefe or fearc any conference or 
diſputation vvith any contrarie ſeCte, ſo 

an {nor vvedded in ſuch ſorte to myne 

ewne ſenſe , that alcogeicher diſdaigne 

other mens iadgements in the true 

meaninge of che ſcriptores , eſpecially of 
| B 4 thoſe 
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thofe moſt auncient & therefore mof., 
reuerend aſſemblies from all coaſtes of 
the earth vyhere Chriſtians lived, which 
being neere to the time of the Apoſtle 
coulde not but giue great light what 
doctrine the Apoſtles had  raught in 
thoſe contreyes , and in what ſenſe thy 
ſcriptures Were deliuered. In this ſony 
did M, Iuell openly at Paules Crofle con. 
fidently challenge the Papiſtes, & incale 
that they should diſagree from himin thy 
ſenſe & interpretation of the ſcriptures, 
he was content to referre himſelfe tothe 
ynifarme faith of the fathers in the firſts 
ſix hundred yeares. For it was not likely 
that gods Church vvas in ſo fevve yeares 
ouerthrowen,or that any but the Apoſtle 
coulde haue that priuiledge to plant 
Chriſtian doGtrine in all nationes of the 
earth as nozeth Tercullian, [6, de praſcrips 
tionibus . | 
This Chalienge of M. Iuells vva 
accepted by his aduerſaries, and manya 
good ſoule thar had care of ſalvationand 
deſire of the truth vvas much edihed 
thereby, hoping that by this meanes the 
rruth vvoulde come to light, and vyhich 
vvere the primatiue faith and doErine of 
the Apoſtles be eaſily diſcerned . Ang 
vyhen 
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| rrhen ſome violent heades perſuaded 


that M. Iuells challenge shoulde pro- 
aede no further, butthac the anlyveares 
ofhis aduerſaries 8hould be by proclamas 
tion repreſſed, many began to ſtagger and 
thinke that th trath was rather on theire 


| fide, for athervviſe (ſayd chey) vvhy 


thould not the aunſvveares he ſcene and 
read,eſpecially vvheare M. Iuells replies 
were rife in euery mans hands, F9r moſt 
eertaine it 1s that the truth feareth na 
wall , & fliech not the open pulpits and 
publique diſputations » The learned 
writers tooke ir then for a diſgrace to 
theire writings to be quitte by proclama« 
ton vyhich ching once (my ſelfe being in 
company at- a dinner) vvas caſt in M. 
luells dish, & hence it proceeded that the 
anſyycares of the adyerlaries the more 
they vvere forbid the betrer they were 
elttemed to the diſuniting of many.that 
weremoſt earneſt before with M.luellin 
tischallenge, as the lord Copley (ſothey 
termid him) D. Steenens ,* & others, 
And if it shall pleaſe his Maieftie , that 
he ſaid challenge be proſecuted & triall 
mdefor the truth , eſpecially amounge 
tie learned in the publique ſchooles and 
muerſities, & that not in one pointe only 

B 5 buc 
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but inall,he $hall give greate ſatisfaQin| thez 
ro euey one that in this ryme of fo may] four 
ſets hath care co finde the truth. they renc 
chat haue the cruth shalbe confirmed, 4| geco 
ſuch as knowe it nor $shall more eaſily fig f hind 
itby ſuch afree ſearch & inquiſition, la | 
Gamaliell is noted by Luke for ama pleaſ 
of deepe iudgmer and worthy DoRoun| proce 
inthe lavve of Moiſes , & commendd[ Riue: 
much for his politique aduiſe giuen th] & re; 
high prieſt, & body of ths Councell of them 
take heede to themſelues vvhat they e| for ch 
tended to doe touching the Apoſtlaſ rher; 
vyho ſeemed to them to teach a nem] thoſe 
dotrine. For, ſayed he, If this connſell «| hunen; 
this Dorke be of men, it Will come to naught, Wl, = 
zf it be of God ye cannot deſtroy it , leaft ja Bye 
found euen fighters again# God. And intiuf wor the 
kinde he gaue certaine inftances the ery 
Theodas & Iudas of Galiley . For as tt tterefo 
trath cannot be onercome , ſo erroutÞaryed 
and hzreſies cannor long ttand but vvils|keuer 
length of them ſclues perish. & it iſmovye 
certaine that herefies , vvhich arif{wmpal[ 
amoung Chriſtians, are,as A ag uſtine [ſorie, 
noteth, like the lictle brookes vyhich W} And i 
preate shovvers svvel vp for a tymeNilphe, 
mightily , as they ſeeme to be gre thougf 
rigers, & runne vyith ſuch violence Morn 
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they beare avvay or shake very mayne 
foundations. To palle ouer theſe tor- 
rencs in theire pride, it vvere rao dan- 
gegous & rash an attempt, to ſeeke to 
hinder cheire current vvere no les folly. 
Ia patience theſe vyaters are vvith 
aſure ſeene ro fall , becauſe they 
proceede nor from any trevve ſpring as 
Rivers doe. So fareth it vvith al herehes, 
& reachers of erroure. They deſtroy 
themlelues ar length thaugh no force 
for the tym2 can tame them, the reaſon 
yhereot 15 truly deliverd by Chriſte in 
thole -yyvordes Euert plant Which m 

dunenly father hath not planted shal be rected 


aft je of By this then you ſee that violence is 
1 1n th not the belt means to plant or canſerue 
aces it the eruch,nor ro deſtroy errour, I coulde 
r as tie} therefore vyish thar an eaſier hand vvere 
erroutÞaryed tovvards all of vyhar Religion 
t yvil8| ever, and che reſt lefe to God vvho 
& it i novyerch beſt the ſeaſon and meanes to 
-þ ariſtvmpalſe that vvich may be moſt for his 
tinewtd forie, 

rhich W] And if forrine examples may perſuade 
ryme Might, we ſee how the- French Kinge 
though he be nowe no more of the 
ltformed Religion findeth himſelfe 
bound 
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bound in common humanitie not tg 
perſecute them of the Religion, becaufs | ine 
he found them allwaies raithfull yatol the 
him & ready to maintaine his citle rothe| of 
croune. If this courſe of proceedinghef Lec 
clteemed honorable in him, howe a tho! 
any man iuſtly diſlike that our king | haut 
thould mainteine in theire' eſtate 2 root 
digniry ſuch of this realme of England, | late 
as, notwithitanding diuerſirie of Rk | tofo 
ligion , vvere alivvaies ready to make] theP 
good his Right, and vvhen tyme ſerued| node 
receiued him vyith all 1o0y and gladnes] begin 
And if for the faulte of a feavye the] fever 
vyholle number vvere ro be condemned | lived. 
our partie migh: exipe& bur ſmalle but v1 
fauoure at his Maieſties hand , amouny[ vic 
vrhom ſome haue bene found mon ole 0: 
forvvard azainſt him then amoung them |)y ex 
as may appeare by the late conſpiracie | Mite 
wherein theire erroure was rather to] icreaſ 
chainge ſome proceedings then the King [# vre 
beſides thar the daunger thereof yvasby| Malo; 
ſome of the Papiſts firſt diſcoueredto|#levir 
the ſtate. The | 

And novve that this milde dealing} root; 
ſufficiently proued not to be contraryt|fourlc 
the vrorde,let vs ſee awhile vyhar courſ|Athe ye 


is beſt in humaine and ciuill —_ lan 
| 


ealing 


the caſe propoled, diuers ſets and ſortes 
of Religion contrary to theire ovvyne. 


Let vs behold the experience as vvel of 


thoſe that indure them, as of thoſe that 
have bent thejre forces by violence to 


| roote them our z as firſt for example, our 


late Queene vyas not of her ſelf enclyned 
force or conſtrayne the conſciences of 
the Papiſts her ſubieAs, and vviththar 
mnoderat courſe yvhich she held in the 
keginning of her raigne she gained the 
xenerall good liking cf all partes, and 


| ved in greate ſecuritie of her perſonne; 


bat yyhen $he vvas once drayvne by men 
o violent ſpirits to roote them out by 
olſe of fortunes, liberty, & life,she found 
by experience that the more they vvere 
ited the more theire numbers daily 
ncreaſed, & her ſelfe put often infeare 


1s vrel of inſurreCtions at home , as 


maſions from abroade vnder colovre of 

relieving men ſo grieuouſly oppreſſed, 
The greateſt force that euer $he vſed 

b roote then out vyas about the yeare 


itraryt[Cfourlord, 1581. & inquirie being made 


it courh 


1cit- 
The 


the yeare follovying of the number of 
&enſants they vyere found by the bills 
| | of Sir 


The vviſeſt Princes & greateſt Nate(- 
tnen indure vvithin theire dominions in 


th 
ne ae en. => 
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of Sir Ovven Hopton then Lieuetenant 
of che T ovvre & others in commiſſioners 
have increaſed in the circuite of that 
yeare ten for one , She aſſaicd an other 
vyay by banishment of ſome, loſle of 
go0ds & life of others, yer left She at her 
death more papiites chen vyhen $he firſt 
began thoſe violent courſes;belides huge 
numbers of cloſe papiſts and theire 
vvcllvrillers,amoung vyhich are many of 
high calling vyho in reguard that it cons 
cerneth cheire foules & euerlaſting lift 
could not liue bur vvith a moſt fearefull 
diſguſt. The vvarres alſo vvhich have 
bene corinued in Ireland againſt Oneale, 
Delmonnd, and Tirone have bene 
tedions , blooddy , & coaſtly, all which 
might haue bene auoyded with caryinga 
gentle hartd ouer them, & ſuffering then 
according to theire religion , vvhia 
notwithſtanding is ſo firmely grounded 
in theire hartes, as very fewe perſons 
of marke* doe at this tyme embrace rhe 
liberty of the goſpell. befides that the 
contrey hath bene in hazard tobe loſt & 
planted vvich a porent enemye. 

Yow will perhaps reply that in Scorland 
oor brethren had better ſucceſle vyhen 


they rovke armes in the daies of his 
Maieſtie 


| 


aieſtic 
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Maieſties mother for the ſpreading of 
the goſpel ; yet you muſt confeſle thac ir 
was but ſmall diſcretion to ſer all vpon 
the vncertainty of a battaile.* Many like 
riolent attempts haue bene praQtized in 
that Realme through zeale of Religion, 
but by clemencie and moderation his 


| Majeſty - hath not only eſcaped the 


dangers , but alſo made himſelfe a 
peaceable maſter & lord ouer them all, 
imitating heerein that moſt renouned 
French king Henry 3. who perceiving 
the fire of Ciuill warres to kindle be- 
wenethe king of Nauarre, who was of 
the Religion , & the houſe of Loraine 
would breake neither with the one nor 
the other , bar fauoured them both ſo 
are , as in the end he made himſelfe 
raceably head of them both , vvho 
ferwards vyholly depended vpon his 
mll & pleaſure. To continue yet further 
the affaires of Fraunce , they that have 
kene the ſucceſſe may witneſlſe that no 
nolence coulde vvorke out them of the 
Religion in the time and raigne of 
Charles 9. & ſince the ſaide King Henries 
#ath the force of Spaine ioyned vvith 
munce vader the condut of the dukes 
* Parma & Du Maine did not ſo much 
preuaile 


| An Epiſtle. 
prevaile in Fraunce as did the Bushoy 
of Rome his courteous entreating the 
nowe king & his adherents alchough of; 
contrary Religion ynto him. If che P 
will for his more aduantage yeelde to 
them in ſome thinges vyho were his 
greateſt enemies , what neede webe{g 
ſtraighr laced againſt our owne Cope 
treymen for matters of religion? My 
not his Maielties example of clemengy 
royyards the Papiſtes heere , moue ſome 
prince abroade to be favorable to out 
brethren? Is not the Maſle ſuffered & 


Rochell; & other like townes in Fraunce | 


in hope that they of the Religion maybe 
likewiſe ſuffered in Paris & other ſuch 
townes in Fraunce? Haue not ourbre- 
thren in Holland offered to admit the 
Papiſtes to preach & lay Maſle in theire 
Contreies, ſo that they might hane like 
liberty in all the other Provinces! If we 
hane the truth why should we feare the 
other Religions should have liberty with 
vs? & why may not the King doe as the 
Queene-mother did in Fraunce who 


being a ſtrainger inthe contrey, & atthe] |! 


death of her husband the gouerment df 
the realmie fallinge into her hands during 


the minoritie of her children, did iudg} . 


it ths 
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..t the wiſeſt way tor the maintenance cf 


her anthority , to keepe (til on foote the 
bppofitios which sbe found either by di- 
verſitie of Religion or otherwiſe, & to 
finour them all in ſuch ſore as ſtill she 
might be able ro curb the ſtronger by 
ſupporting the feeble and weaker partie, 
Every. little gouernoure in Faunce 
that hath vnder his charge a rowne or 
rovince where men of ſundry Religipns 
"at the Duke Memorancy, the Duke 
Bullion , Diguiers and thelike taketh the 
ſame courſe as the Queene mother did, 


& ſo keepeth his places or provinces 


at his deuotion & in due obedience. 
And at this day in Fraunce you ſee no 


mdiſcreetely zealous man in greate fa- 


noure with the King or in high eſtate to 
gouerne,that by the moderation of ſuch 
8 are not too forward the inſolency of 
other ( whom zeale may moue to be 
troubleſome) may be repreſſed, And thus 
the countrey is kept in greater peace & 
quietnes then hath bene ſcene in Fraunce 
for 40. yeares before, & that chiefely by 
the diligece & dexteritic of two eſpeciall 
fworites of the kinge , the Marques of 
Me high Treſurer & Monſieur de 
Yillaroy principal Secretary,both of them 
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of far difterent yer temperat humore iy 
religion. | 

Nowe then let vs ſee whar ſurreſſe 
they had that tooke the contrary courſe 
of violence. Truxes 1n thefe our Yaits 
B. of Colen became a Lutheran , & 
defirous to bring the contrey of hi 
EleCtorship (& fo in time the wholle 
Empire) to Lutheraniſme vied no vi- 
lence againſt his ſubieCts that vyere P& 

Piſts , vntill Cafſimer gaue him contra 
councell, by which he cleane overthrew 
himſelfe, lined in banishment, dredin 
beggery , & lefr the contrey without all 
hope of ever enioying the gol ell againe, 

The 2zeale of the Archduke of Stiria 
was highly commended by rhe Papifts 
for his religions minde', but not for tis 
vndiſcreete attempts in banishing thick 
that were of a contrary religion'out' 

* his dominions except they Wolde Ve- 
come Papiſt like himſelfe . & novve itis 

evident that the moderat gouerrment 
his father was much better , Vvtiocoif 
dering hovv daungerous a neighbovrelte 

had, & the npmber of thoſe who other- 
wiſe woulde hate lived diſcontetided in 
his contrey , permirred them theitert- 

Tigion & intreated then no worle = 
6 


wholle 
10 VI6- 
ere Pa 
on 

re 
dred in 
out fl 
againe, 
f Stiria 
apiſits 
for Its 
o the 
Ir 


de Ve- 
ve it is 
nent 
5 conf 
dre he 
other- 
ided in 
bire rb- 
e then 


his 


An Fpiſile, i3 
his other ſubieCts, vvhereby he ended his 
daies in peace 3 vyhereas his ſonne, 
following a more headdy conrſe of go. 
vernment, vvas the occaſion that ſume of 
his ſubieEts departed theire contrey & 


had encrecourſe yvith the Trirke, others * 


faied & diſſembled theire 161ig21on, while 
Caniſia the key & ſtay of that contrey 
was delivered vp by them io the Turke, 
who the more freely (ſpoiled all the land 
becauſe the Archduke , hauirsg loſt the 
hartes of his ſubic&ts , vvanted men and 
meanes to refiſt him, A vvorthy but 
lamentable mirror for all Princes to 
looke in', & behold hovy perilous a 
thing it is to vſe violence againſt what- 
ſever - religion , but eſpecially for 
England, that ſo neere at hand hath ſuch 
mighty kinges, vvho perhapps vvold be 
wad of the like occaſions, We have 
ſometimes ſupported theire ſubiefts 
quot them for zeale of religion , and 
erefore vve haue iuſt cauſe to feare the 
like meaſure, 

If Charles 5. in Germany had not 
dated the flame of ciuill warres by his 
tnnivence & toleration , the French 
king had made as eaſy an entrarce ina 
ther parts of the empire as he did inta 
: C 2 tholy 


eg 


thoſe three Imper:all tonnes Metz, 
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Towle, & Verdun : but by the loſke of 
theſe citties his fucce(ſours haue learneg 
to take a more milde coufſe vvith theirs 
ſubies of whatſocuer Religion , leaf 
they shold open a more daungerons g 
for the Turke the profe (Ted enemy of the 
Empire,& all Chriſtiendome, 

The like tokeracion as in the Empire 


is allo permicted in the kingdome off i 


Poland by reaſon of the Moſcouit bor. 
dering vpon them & in Dantzik (as you 
knowe) there is publique profeſſion of 
both religions. 

In Zuiczerland at the firſt heate many 
a blooddy battaile was fought for reli. 
gion, but in tyme thy learned to ioyne 
wiſedome Wich zeale for conſervationof 
the ſtate, & nowe they live in peace with 
all ſecuricie rolerating within theire 
Cantons the one & the other Religion, 

If the king of Spaine had at firſt per- 
mitred libertie of religion in the lowe 
contreis, he had ſpared many a million 


both of men & money , & enioyed with | 


peace that , vvich he is never like to 
recover. In that glaſſe likewiſe may we 
ſee howe ready Princes are vpon ſac 


occaſions to weaken the forces of othet | tin 
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Princes theire neighboures , whoſe 
puillance they feare , or enuye theire 


But nowe let vs looke home, & we 


hall ſce Ireland ouergrowen wich pa- *# 


= , Who hane not diſlembled them. ® 
elues as by the late vyarres appeared bur 
(eſpecially ate the Queenes death when 
not only 1n the contrey generally, butalſo 
n the chiefe counes ( where they were 
moſt reſtrayned) made theire publique 
proceſſions after the papiſticall fashion, 
where the Righr honorable the novve 
Earle of Deuonshire moſt ſage & vviſe 
in his gouernment, not by force but faire 
neanes ſuppreſſing theire teruonr, con- 
frued the Contrey in peace & obedience 
to his Maieſty, & we lee thac the kinge 
doth not diſlike that courſe by his fin+ 
mlar fauoure ro Tyrone & his complices. 
Scotland for the face of the Church is 
tenerally of our reformed Religion: yet 
lth the Papiſt part ſo greate a ſway in 
the contrey and ſo mighty a ſupporte, of 


the Nobilicie, that notmany yeares ſince 


they encountred the earle of Arguile in 
the felde & gaue him the ouerthrovve. 
towbeir they fled before the face of the 
Wng when he came in perſon, leauing 

C3 theire 
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theire houſes & contrey at his Maieſties 
deuotion, 

England is much more diuided into 
| ſeftes eſpecially inco three , the Pros 
| teſtants only allowed by authoritie inthe 
& Realme , the Papiſts who pretend anti- 
quitie, & thirdly our ſelues who noleſſe 
delire to reforme the Proteſtant abuſes, 
then they haue donne the Papiſtes, The 
ſtace of his Maieſties Domini6s ſtanding 
thus then as you (ee, What wiſe man can 
with him to ſturre much againſt any? 
For what man may 1uftly repine if he but 
only abltaine from violence? We may 
very well content our ſelues that out 
king is of our faith}, & will not ſuffer vs 
& our doctrine to be either diſgraced of 
defaced. & a temperat courſe with the 
Papiſtes may winne them to be as ready 
as others tro withſtand all foreine in- 
ualions or home inſurreC16s if either of 


both. vader what precext ſoeuer should]' 
happen. Ani in like caſe as was out! 


_— voiage, or vpon any reuolt 
the Indians, or tumulr in Fraunce , ten 
thouſand Papiſtes woulde doe mort 


ſervice in winning to them the inhabirin |# 


of thoſe partes (being as they are affeQed 


in religion) then thrice tolde ſo many of 
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x. Thus may you lee what mildnes 
will doe & howe lately Repentance may 
fullowe the greene & vnripe heades of; 
Roboams young vnaduiſed & violent * 
counſellours. 

1 will adde yet an example in the 
Monarchie of che Turke,who{(gouerning 
himclfe only by the light of naturall 
ralon as we may doe when it is withour 
pretudice to the goſpell) ſer doune as a 
Maxime 1n policie co clime the betrer to 
that greatnes whererto he aſpired , not to 
force che conſcience of his ſubic&s , nor 
ever to chainge vvith violence the Re- 
lzion in ſuch kingdomes as he might 
kppily ſubdue. Wherevpon ſome haue 
nore ealily yeelded ynto his conqueſt, & 
others oppreſſed by theire owne Princes, 
& perturbed with ciuill warres haue 
alled the Turke vato them , & made 
um lord of the wholle land which they 
woulde neuer haue donne, if it had bene 
uscultome to force any againſt his con. 
ence in matters of Religion, 

Luther himſelfe being preſſed by the 
Wres of Charles 5. dealt earneſtly with 
be Germans tocall inche Turke, hoping 
kt yager his gouernement he mighe 
re freely preach the goſpell. & for 
C 4 the 
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the greater glory of theire nation , & 

theire Prince his aduancemet the French 
3 doe beſt like the ſame courſe of tolers. 


& tion in Religion , '& haue found by 
practiſe thar they live in peace with thi [| 
exerciſe of both religions allmoſt in all 


theire tounes . not Withour greate hope 
that in reuolution of tymes theire king 
may have thereby a more ealy acceſſ 
vnto the empire or to other ſtates as 06 
| calion falles. | 
| The Scates of the vnited Proyincey 
| haue offered him ſuch an entry into 
. theire contrey as he should never haut 
obtained , if there had bene the leak 
ſuſpicion of forcing theire conſcience, 
& in vaine Should he ayme at the king- 
domes of Nauarre , & Naples, or the 
Dotchy of Millaine , were he an enemy 
rotheire Religion. Why then might not 
our king take the like courſe for oc- 
caſions or pretenſions abroade , & hit 
ſafety at home, it being the readieſt way 
to keepe al his forces ynited , & all hit 
ſybie&s in moſt doriful affe tis rowarde 
him & his rbyall yſſue. For whoſoevet 
conſidereth the multitude of his people 
& theire valor , howe eaſily they are 
leauied, howe ſpeedily imbarked for any 
= E contrey, 
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contrey , Shal finde that our king may 
with greater reaſon aſpireto the eleQtion 
o the Empire in caſe he did affe&t ic 
then any other , or ſome of his noble 
the be choſen kings of Poland , or be 
ready to imbrace any occaſion offered for 
the encreaſe of this Monarchie. | 
The French king was glad to ſee our 

lte Queene embarked in the warres of 
the lowe Contreies , at vyhat time per- 
haunce by reaſon of his trobles $she 
nighe hane recouered the Dutchy of 
Normandy , & perhaps the better parte 
of Fraunce as she was once reſolnd to 
have donne by the aduiſe of Duke Caſl- 
mer , & she had gonne forwarde had ir 
not bene laied cleerely before her eyes 
howe odious she had made herſelfe vnto 
that nation by perſecuting her ſubieCtes 
x home with taxations & torture. & to 
this purpoſe they published in print the 
ſenere lawes which she had made againſt 
the Maſſ= & the Papiſts. 

They that called in the Spaniard would 
have yeelded more vvillingly to theire 
ancient Dukes of Normandy, had thy not 
bene vvithdrawen vvith feare of looſing 
the exerciſe of theire Religion, And if 
Fraunce $hould fall againe (as it may) 
| | C5 into 
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into the like daunger vpon ſome neyy 
occaſion , vvere it not to be vvishedthy 
ſuch partes theireof as vvoulde {eckety 

{ be vader the gouernement of a ſtrainge, 

woe fall cather into our hands then ay 

other? 

By this you may perceiue that the 
Marquis Roſne his conceipt vvas not tg 
our diladuantage. For they of the Re. 
ligion in Fraunce in time of ciuill yyarre 
may giue vs an entry , & the other the 
rather for our alliance vvith many of 
theire Princes vvill giue vs a plancke to 
paſlle ouer for theire relicte. 

I dwell-not in theſe examples as de. 
firous of warre,for I wish his Maieſty for 
his more aſſurance at home to ftrengthep 
bimſelte abroade in ciuill amity with 
all, wich Fraunce, with Spaine, yea 
wich the Pope himſelfe. for it is ng 
wiſedome to make light of any mans 
frendship. I wish his Maieſtie likewiſe 
to entertaine as he doth all his ſubietts 
yyith ſweete behauiour to cutt of all 
occaſions from foreine Princes to ſupport 
his ſubiects or diſunite bis kingdomes, 
which chevy neyer wishe to ſee (0 vated 
in one. His Macſty therefore hath 
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& to put none out of his EnglishArke, 
nomore then Noah did our ot his, where 
you knowe there yyere bealtes of all\ 
kindes. Lreland was a greate tempta:ion 
tothe Spaniard , & the French take litcle 
pleaſure at this mariadge wich Scotland, 
whence they were aliwaycs Wont to 
haue relicfe when our armies were in 
Fraunce » 

All things are beſt preſerued by ſuch 
meanes as they are begotten . God hath 
made him our king withour bloodshed, 
and with luch peace he may raigne more 
alwredly then by any force or violence, 
The Turke as I haue 1ai.l 20t many kings 
domes by t1lerating theire Religions; 
but when chere arole anewe ſecte 1n his 
owne lawe, paſſion & preſumption made 
him forger the Principle by which he 
zrewe to be (ogreare,& lo he loſt by one 
reuolee the ha'fe of his Empire (which 
nowe the Perſian enioyeth ) whileſt by 
warre & force he !trived to paine them, 
The meanes to apeaſe diſlentions are not 
rough ſpeeches nor hard vſages,vvhieh if 
in all quarells it be true ( as Salomon 
laiech) then is it much more in matters of 
ynderſtanding as are faith and Religion, 
\Vherein yybenſocuer vvillfullnes is 
ioyned, 
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ioyned, perſwaſion may perhaps prevails 
' alone,but force vvithour realon never, 
p All violent proceedings engendre 
, grudge of hart in him tha: 18 Oppreſleg; 
F and prouoketh to revenge , if gods grace 
hinder not, & ſo commonly is of (malls 
continuance becaule the 1ubteGt (quitting 
thereby the naturall afte&tion due tohiy 
Prince and contrey ) ſ{eeketh 'or redreſk 
abroade, and reſteth his afteQion moſt 
commonly vpon the open and profeſt 
enimy of the ſtate. | 
Queene Elizabeth vvas highly blamed 
of all ſtaresmen abroade that $he being 
roo ſtreighr vvith her Papiſticall ſubief 
at homefor the education & bringing vp 
of theire children, gaue them thereby 
occaſion to ſeeke 'to foreine Princes, 
vyhere they might ſucke from theire 
youth affeRion to her enimies . His Ma 
ieſty in my poore opinion may doe much 
better to call them home not by threat- 
ninge Proclamations vvhich hetherto we 
ſee could never preuaile , but by per- 
mittinge them at home ſuch inſtruftion 
as god hall inſpire in theire hartes 
according to his eternall eleQion , and 
predeſtination for euery good guifre and 
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to fly theire contrey by perſecution, and 
feyve or none vvill goe to be prieſted 
abroade . | 

Finally, in reaſon of ſtate, if you vill 
haue his Maieſty ftreighr laced that he 
may not looke vpon a Papilte , nor abide 
2 Maſſe vvicthin hi Realme, vvhere $hall 
you finde in Chriltendome a vyorthy 
match for the Prince his ſonne £ No 
daughter of Fraunce or Spaine vv:ll come 
into Engla1d vvithout theire chappells 
open after the Papiſtes fashion. Shall 
ye let Flaunders vpon this ſcrupulous 
poiare befall to Fraunce , or Shall not vve 
rather ſeeke it for our ſelues by the 
mariage of a daughter of Spaine? And 
yrhereas all the Croune of Spaine may 
deſcend vpon a daughrer both by theire 
auncient lavves , & the preſent proba- 
bilitie, shall vye leaue that garland ro 
others & deprive our ſelnes by ſuch 
nice pointes of all pofſibilitie ro that 
ſucceſſion? I tell you plainely my con- 
ceipte, we shoulJ doe his Maeftie and 
the reaſm+ heerin greate wronge, & ver 
much hinder the propagation and —_ 
of the goſpel. 

Let vs therefore heereafter vie amore 
Chriſtian and charitable proceeding with 
chem 
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them that differ from vs in Religion if 
. they cannot be perſuaded by ourlife and 
"dottrine to be of our felluvveship and 
communion , ler them remaine a god 
name (as they are) Recuſants, for to 


compell them by penall lavves to our 


caurches or to receive the ſupper of the 
lord cannot be called by any pretextan 
Apoſtolicall reformation, for if or 
trealure.be pearles indeede, vvhy shal 
vye calt chem before ſvvine and diſpenſe 
them to men vavvorthy*Paule ſaieth tha 
in ſuch thinges vve muſt shunne them & 
not aimircchem lo long as they remaine 
faichles.foras god & Beliall haue nopar- 
ticipation, ſo the faichfull and vafaithfull 
may not haue parte togeither nor eate of 
the altare of god & altare cf ldolles. 
Ler vs rather praGtiſe the meanes 
yyhich we finde inthe worde to reclaime 
ſuch as erre,& in the meane tyme linein 
morall amitie one vvith an ather, forthe 
good & ſecrritie of ovr king and contrey 
& the aduancement of his poſteririe,and 
abſtaine frem all force for preſſing of 
mens c-nſciences. And ſv to conclude, 
fince this marner of proceeding by vi0- 
lence hath often d- nne much harme and 


neuer good (as by ſundry examples both 
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athome & abroade'is eaideny) itig goot 
ye be not ſfingulerput cofiforme our 
ppetires & opinions to the example of 
our ſauiour, the inclynation of our ſoue. . 
raigne, the vviſedome of his moſte ho. 
norable Conncell, & commone courſe of 
the vvholle vvorlde. And thus much for 
the defence of my opinion & (as I hope, 
a leaſt vviſe vvich ) reformation of 
> yours, To vvhich hovvſoeuer it $shall 
| pleaſe god to giue his bleſſing, yer ac- 
coompt me ſtill your frend & as faichfull 
in the lord nowe as euer. 
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